INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING NEST RECORD CARDS

The following describes how to complete a Nest Record Card. After finding a nest (see
Instructions for Safe Observations of Nests), record the necessary information as described
below. Do not complete the shaded boxes. See Figures 1-2 for examples. Please record all
information carefully and as completely as possible.

Species: Use complete AOU common name.
Year: (block 1) Record year.
Name: Record first and middle initial of name (block 15) and entire last name (block 17).

Locality: Note location in relation to nearest town (e.g., 5 miles NNE from Kingsville), note
county, and state. Record elevation (in feet; block 36) and latitude (block 29-31) and
longitude (block 41-44) to the nearest minute. Record GPS location if possible in
available blank space.

Habitat: Circle most appropriate starting with the most general (0-9) to the most specific (01-15).
Add additional details if necessary in available blank space.

Note dominant plant species; (please use scientific name whenever possible).

Nest Site: Circle most appropriate nest site descriptor (i.e., nest support). Note other additional
descriptors if necessary. Note principle plant or structure supporting nests.

Nest Height: Note height of eggs (in feet and tenths if under five feet; block 72).
Cowbird parasitism: Check box if appropriate.

Brood nugnber: If the nest attempt for the same pair is known, note which attempt (e.g., 1%, Z”d,
3" only if known with certainty).

Next Side: Fill in the month, day, number of eggs, young, check if adults were seen building the
nest or if the adult is attending the nest. Fill in all that apply. Add other comments if
appropriate (e.g., behavior, adult seen nearby or agitated, and state of nest if found
abandoned).

Outcome: Circle the most appropriate choice (or add additional information). If nest is
abandoned, attempt to determine cause. If young are suspected fledged, attempt to find
evidence of young nearby (parental attendance, regular “chipping” by young, etc.). If
failure is suspected, attempt to describe condition of nest, looking for clues that may
indicate cause. Often additional investigation may determine nature of the failure.

*Colony Nesting Species: Use a single card to record the number of breeding pairs/active nests
for each visit (Fig. 3). Use additional cards for each visit.

*Return all nest cards to: Mark S. Johnson, MOS Nest Record Program, 3204
Bryson Ct., Baldwin, MD 21013.



Fig. 1 Nest Record Card (side 1).
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Fig. 2 Nest Record Card (side 2)
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Fig. 3 Example of asingle visit to anesting colony.
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